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Stelarc: artist or cyborg?

Legendary sci-artist Stelarctells Ossian Ward what happens

when technology takes over the human body

nthe name of art, Australian

performer Stelarc has variously

hung himsell from buikdings, bult
prosthetic robot anms, hooked his
oWn muscle movernents upto &

stillneedto grow & soft @arobe using
my siem cedls, During the second
Sungery we had a small microphone
implanted, which had to bcclvaclcd
after two weeics. of

occuns aver milkons T
afyears, with random
mutations and with
natural selection

The expx

Tha idea is to reinsen the mic and
cormnactitiothe inkemetvia awefi

computer pragram and swalowed
amotonsed sculpture that fil med

hisIrsiges. Thisweelc toopanthe transmittar, 50 that the aarwill
Kinetica At Far, hewil appear as bacame a hearng device for peaple in
anavatarin Sacond Lite and 65 other places,”
acompules generaied
taking hologram. If Was that the last
that wasn't strangs time you did any real
encugh, :vfe often refers " sdf-r'noﬂﬂcatlm and
tohimself as ‘we',.. L how far would you

r hC more to oxp«hent‘vﬂh‘o
When did you performances  yourownbody?
cease to be Stelios do the less el these projects
Arcadlou and “The Third Hand ",
become Stelarc? IthinkLhave 2000w .
'l Iegaly chargsd my a mlnd Of " Exoskalaton” -
nemeinl1972. So my own should not be seen as

Stelarc has been on
my passpart, driver's

body modification, bat
as body augmentation

fcence and credit As for any lmits of
cards for the last expenmentation,
38years,’ itis not about simply
transgressing
You talk about the boundaries but rathesr
body being obsolete, actuaising idaas.
but have you yet Sometimes thase
found a use for the Kdeas are physically
extra ear you had difficult, sometimas
Implanted in your arm techrcally
in 20067 challenging.’

‘The: "Earan Arm” prapect is still o work

devalopment of
computational devices, robotics,
ganeticenginsarnng sndvirtual
systems means the human
body will be sugmented and
adendaed with akemative
ansatomcal architeciures n
huncreds, rather than
milkons, of yeers.”

How long before you are
able to clone yourse!f?
Would you prefer future
Stelarcs to be bislogical or
robotic twins?

“A5 an artist)'m only
interested in plazsbie
igeas sothat | can
experience them directly, Cloning
mysellisn't an cption. Engineering
snextracarss,’

For your performances at the
Kinetica Art Fair you will be
appearing simultansously on
stage and in virtual reality. How
will we be able to interact with
your self-portrait?

‘The mxdience will be able 1o
interrogate the *Prosthetic Head”.
We are using the Musion 3D

How could the h body evoly
to help It function better in our
increasingly technological world?
‘Evolution, inthe Darwinian eanse

in progress, as it's pertly sungicsly
constructed and partly cal-grown, The
eér construct is frmly fuedin place
and Nas (ts own biood supply but we

50 www.timeout.com/london February 3 - 92011

1 system to display the head
ns aﬂoabv € hologram complate with
facial eaxpressions that are tagged to
particular scripted responses.”

You are a visiting professor here
in London, 50 are there any buddisg
young prodigles out there?

‘'m chair in performance art at Bruna
University wherne | héwe somea PHD
students, take occasional dasses
and do my own research. | try o
devalkop students’ interest in
performance, Meractive madia and
dignal arts but | encoursge themto
develap their own ideas, rather than
Imposing my peactice on them,”

CM you Ooscdbe how your early
=in
which you would hang your naked
body at great heights, using just
rope and meat hooks - were
recelved at the time? Were they
seen as self-harm or sculpture?
‘There wara 27 body suspansions
nvaning pesitions, in iffering
lcations snd situations, Most

af them were done in private; very
Tew wera pubiic. | guass the
*Suspension”’ perfomances were
saan by some as saltham, but I've
had more medical problems playing
squaeh. | 3o have 8 scar on my left
leg from my knee to my ankle from
when | awkwardly slipped overa
concrete bamer at the Art Gallery of
Vancouwver. Atcan ba dangerous
butin unexpecied ways.'

How has the art world treated
you? Has it taken you
serlously?
'It's not a matter of
being taken sarnously
arnat, but rather that
you feal that you are
meaninghuly contrituting
a8 an artist. And that
means generating
unexpectad idaas and
IMages. | guess the Ars
N Electronica Hytind Arts
| Award last yoar was an
Y acknowledgement in
media ans practice that
some of what | do is
intaresting.”

I8 thers ever a spiritual

element to your work?

‘None st &l The more

performances | do the less

I think | have amindof my
own Inthe tragitional

metaphysical sense.”

Who is your favourite
ON-6C180N Man-
machine hybrid?
Terminator, Tetsuo, or the Six
Milllen Dollar Man, perhaps?
‘SCHE cyDOrES 8 just dystopian
bodles with amplified human
petholegies in catastrophec futures,
1 am mych mare anamoured with the
repicants in “Blade Runner™.’

Stolarc will be perdoming
‘Rotating Brains and Beatirg
Heaarts' on Thur Feb 3 and The
Prosthetic Head' on Fri Feb 4 and
Sun Feb 6 atthe Kinetica Art
Fair, which 1akes place at Ambika
P3, Feb 36 [sce Other Events).

www.timeout.com/art
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At London Show, Art Meets Science

By GARY MOSKOWITZ
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Courtesy of us
Cécile Colle and Ralf Nuhn's *Exit-Wall,” part of the Kinetica Art Fair, is a modular installation
comprising 200 exit signs assembled by means of permanent magnets.

Throughout the three-day Kinetica Art Fair,
fans of scientific specifics — robotics, wave

Globespotters

London ‘
POSTS | CITY GUIDE

forms, gravity — will grapple with more
human, philosophical ideas — spirituality,
relationships. The fair, which runs Feb. 4 to
6, is a place to witness artists “harnessing the powers of nature and cosmic
energy as a means of expression,” according to event organizers.

Luminescent orbs, man-animal-machine hybrids, walking chairs, and
sculptures made from material used by NASA to collect stardust are some of
the items that will be on display. Performances, talks and events will focus on
topics like quantum theory and harmonic resonance, ideas for a free currency,
and hypnotic audiovisual experiences.

Put on by the Kinetica Museum, the third-annual fair will take place at the
Ambika P3 Gallery (35 Marylebone Road; 44-207-392-9674;
www.p3exhibitions.com). The Fair will feature more than 400 works from
galleries and art organizations across Britain and elsewhere, and exhibitors
from 11 different countries.

The Kinetica Museum founders Dianne Harris and Tony Langford began
Kinetica because they believed technological art was underrepresented in
other museums, galleries and art fairs, according to Mr. Langford.

“In a time of recession and increased global awareness about climate change,
artists are inspired to focus on harnessing the powers of nature and cosmic
energy as a means of expression,” Mr. Langford said. “The works exhibited
aim to increase awareness to the evolution of us as a species and expose

The fair has doubled in size since its inception three years ago, he added.

Independent
28" January 2011

3rd Kinetica Art Fair
February 3-6

Kinetica Museum
London, UK

The Kinetica Art Fair bridges the gaps between
science, art and technology. From kinetic sculptures
to weird science experiments to artworks created
hand in hand with cutting-edge technology, the
Kinetica Art Fair encompasses all disciplines of new
media art. This year's feature exhibition focuses on
the evolution of man. The extensive events program
features live performances by internationally
renowned artists Stelarc, Holotronica, Photophonis
and New Opera Hero. Similar events include the Ars
Electronica Festival (September 2011) and MIT's
Festival of Art, Science and Technology aka FAST
(February 2011).
http://www.kinetica-artfair.com/?about_us/art-
fair.html



Ka

NiN%’I&?ﬁ C/)

Fﬁi KINETICA

KINETICA ART FAIR 2011 PRESS CLIPPINGS

New Scientist
4" February 2011

Home News In-Depth Articles [EfS] Opinion TV Galleries Topic Guides LastWord Subscribe Dating Look for Science Jobs

search New Scientist

SPACE TECH ENVIRONMENT HEALTH LIFE PHYSICSEMATH SCIENCE IN SOCIETY

CultureLab

Where books, arts and science collide

Angels, lemons and calculators at Our other blogs
Kinetica Art Fair ————— | Areyou
12:14 4 February 2011 Short Shamp Science | |noking for

orePerCent | an engineer's

ultimate
challenge?

New Scientist TV
Kat Austen, CultureLab editor CultureLab

Big Wide World

Bookmark&share

N\ f dion 2"
P S+

Wired
3" February 2011

Subscribe today
for only £2 an issue

HOME NEWS REVIEWS PHOTOS VIDEOS MAGAZINE PODCAST TOPICS IEIVNENN NEWSLETTER ~ WIRED INSIDER

Add an Event

sEvents = MayEvents = JuneEvents | July Events

03 Kinetica Art Fair 2011 The new CLS. Beauty engineered. ":ll
« y sary 6th 201 Exhibit the DISCOVER MORE » /

$

A Wired reader wrote...

Mercedes-Benz

The ten most Wired watches
of BaselWorld



BCENETICA :
AET
EAEE CINETICA

KINETICA ART FAIR 2011 PRESS CLIPPINGS

1‘ QM PROTOGAAMNY MOST VHEWID LATEST CONTRIBUTOAS MNOG POSTS THE LATEST 5508

g LLEXXLALLIS Voo AUTUMN/WINTER/2011 PREVIOUS SEASONS L FOLOWON
e - WOMENSWEAR NENSWEAR S
SR A HION WEEKS Ve
MUSIC NOSS S— S n . ..,”;
oy DAILY COVERAGE FROM THE SHOWS — et

ARTS § CULTURE

Human/animal hybrid machines are

-
brought to life in the sculptor's upcoming
exhibition at Kinetica in London
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Weird and wonderful at the 2011 Kinetica Art  most watched/listened

Fair w‘ BBC News Channel

Top Gear star ‘'shocked’
- by damage

UN staff killed in Afghan
protest

\' Breastfeeding doll for
children
.
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TONY LANGFORD

Kinetica Art Fair
‘Most hated family’ puts
Theroux on placards

4 Fobruary 2011 Last updated at 07:00

o PR
A futuristic zoo, an interactive sphere and a man with an ear growing out of his arm are all featured in S d BBC coverage of Ivory
the 2011 Kinetica At Fair. :: Coast conflict

ear, Kinetica claims to be the UK's only art fair dedicated 1o robotic, new media

Now in its thir

electronic, scund, ight and time-based art N2 - %™} Brydon becomes Bruce





